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SIGHTINGS: .'ALL AND WINTER 1999-2000 

Greg D. Jackson 

Autumn and winter = e~cit ing times. especially (or !hose in se;m:h of off-rourse 
snays. This year did not disappoint. as witnessed by the rarities JlfCSC:nted below 
for both seasonS. A bonus was Alabama participation in t"" Migration o...er the 
Gulf f'rojttl. monitoring trans·Gulf migration from offshore drilling platforl1l!i. 
Previously this was performed only off Louisiana. but this rail the program was 
expanded to include several rigs in Texas and one in Alabama walers. 

W~alher in early fall was dl)", wilh normal to mildly de"aled temperatures. 
October and November contin~d to be slightly Wantl. but with normal rainfall 
tOial •. Numbers o( transi~nu; on the coast were gc ... rally good through much of 
September. and after fronts 10 and 14 Oclober. No tropical storms !IIlUCk our 
area this aUlumn. though in late ScpIemberTropical Stonn H",,'cy passed through 
the oon""m Gulf. Wealller waS mo'tly dry and wann Ihroughoul the winter 
season. 

This ,""pon covers the ~riod from Augusl 1999 through February 2000 in 
Alabama and the Florida Panhandle (east to the Apalachicola River). The 
appearance of observations in thi. column does not sugge.t "erification or 
a.c""ptan<:e of records for vel)" m-e species; these must be considered by the 
appropriale State records commin .... AII .ubmi"i"", of bird, that are rare. either 
in general Or for a panicular season or "'gion. mu,t be accompanied by adequate 
details oflhe observalion.1llt e"cnt of this documentation depend, on the rarity 
of the specks and the difficulty of identification. For guidance, observe", are 
encouraged to consult t"" recently rt:'o'ised AOS cl>ttklist. Repon. should nole 
conditions of observation and the diagnostic characte"' observed. Your help in 
this mailer i. appreciated. 

Abbre,'la tlons and Italics: County names an: in illllics. Locations not indicating 
Florida a", in Alabanta. HAFB" "Air Force Base: ··b." " banded; ··CBC" • 
Chrislmas Bird Counl; ··el 31:'" and olhers (small number): ··FWBSp· • Ft. 
Wahoo Beach &pray fidds. Okaloosa COUnty. ~1..: .'(;C' "G~lfCoast (Alabama); 
··ICP'·" Inland Coastal Plain (A labama): "m.ob.~" many observe", : ··MR" = 
Mountain Region: "N!'"". National fonost: "NWR'·. Nat;oM.l Wildlife Refuge : 
"p.,: .• pending ac<:epcance by t"" stale bird rerords committee: ·'Petron;us" " 
Viosca Knoll 786 Texaco platfonn. 71 miles sooth of Gulf Shore •. Baldwin 
Coo nty (water depth 17SO f..:t ): ·"ph:· '" photographed; ··Sp'·" State Part.; .'TV.' 
,. Tennessee Valley; ."¥." •• videotaped: "WMA"" Wildlife Management Area: 
"WI''' = WeStem Panbandle of Florida (Escambia. Santa Rosa. and Ohloosa 
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Counties). Other a~Yialions in pm:n tlles¢s C<:><Tespond to oI»ervers listed 31 
tile end of Ihis an iele. 

LOONS TO DUC KS 

Red·throated Loon •. rare bUI "'gular in OUr ''''3. we", sponed 20 Dcamber ~I 
Dc"in. Owlorua (WJB) and 2 FebNlOry .1 Wesl Poim L.. C~ambe,s (SWM). 
Expected now on the COUt and in the TV. Pacific Loons ...... '" oI»erved 23 
Dccernber-30 January 31 FI. Pic~ens. F.scambia (RAD. LRD. SRM CI al.). 2S 
Dccernber-9 February 31 Wheeler Dam.lA .... rtnu (SWM. m.ob.). and I and 26 
January allwo SileS in coula) Bald .... in (RRR. ALM. ADM). Good numbers of 
Pied·billed G",bes ..... ere I.:IlIied Ihis year ...... ilh 31 ka>1 6I.X) 31 Swan Cred WMA. 
Umesl(}ne. 7 NO"cmber (S WM). and 96 Of[ the Gulf Sho .... CBC. Bald .... in. I 
January. the lauer ",uing a !lew GC mu;mum. An ahemat.-plumaged Eared 
Grebe 6 AUgUSl+ al FW BSF (RAD. EC. m.ob.) .slllbli . hed • new early WP 
dat<: al.., early was the ind;yidlllll east of Fairhope:. Baldwin. 8 Sej>lCmber (RAD. 
LRD). T1>c Eared 26 December-8 January al Guntersville. Marshall (S WM et 
aI .• ph.) waS rare inl3nd. Selti ng 3 new Sial. high OOUnt. 22 Eareds we", al \>,'cck's 
Bay. 8ald~·jn. 31 January (ALM. ADM). 

The offshore migralion projOXlal1hc hlronius platfonn yiclded major pelagic 
dividends Ihi . fall. AI least 10 Co.,.'. SheDrwD lers w.re documented there 19 
AUgUSl-6 October (SlP • ..,me v .. p.D.): Alabama had only sc'-cn prior accepled 
records. Addilionally. a minimum of]O Grealer Shearwaters was recorded 18 
AuguSl·13 October (S)P. WDP. some v .• p.a.). more than hal f as many as Ille 
previous 19 Slale records. Rep"'scming an eighlh WP oI»ervalion. a Sooly 
Shear .... ter ... as s¢en al Fl. Pickens. f:"cambia. 23 lXcember (RA D). Three 
Audubon', Shu r ... al'l"$appe~ 13 Oclobe .. al Fl. Pickn •• " 'ilh Iwo <Cen 20 
Oclober {both RAD): only lWO previous Audubon'. have been idenlified in lite 
WP. Anotlter Audubon', can be identified (rom videotape oblained 31 Oclober 
01 htroniu< (SJP. p .•. ). for Ih. SC\·.nth AI.b.m • ...cord. An unidentified Slorm· 
petrel was lale 4 Oc:lober al Petronius (SJP). 

A stellar find. Alabama's first Red-bliled Ttoplc blnl was an adull al Petronius 
30 August (S) P. ph .• p.a.). A few Masked Boobies are expected well off~hore. 

and ~; ~ wert" docomenled on fi'"e dales 18 Aug"SI-13 N(>\'ember at Petron;os 
(SJP. v.); an adoll was Spoiled 6 December at Fl. Pickens. FL (LFG. PB. P1). 
TW<:I "cry rare immature Brown Boobi" We'" Ur.expecled in winlu. On. was 
near Link Dauphin I.. MQbil~. 22 O«ember (MSVH. RWII . p .• . ). and a 
differt"nlly-ptlllemed bird was at Fl. Morgan. Baldv.·in, 28 January (SER. p .•. ). 
An imjlfeS5;"e congnogalion 0(600 NOI1ltem Gannets WIl$ al Fl. J>ickens. FL. 22 
January (RAD). Difficult 10 find inland. especial ly in numbers. up 10 34 American 
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Whitc Pl: licans ,,·t"' a surprise ) I Octabe, -26 N(»'cmber al Swan Clttk WMA. 
1.i",~fI(m~ (TAB. DB. HD. SWM. m.oo). Even more unusual ,,'as a Sn ... 'n 
1'1:l ican w~ndc:ring lhe Tcnnesit.'e R. bct"'u n Decatur and FlO<eoce 15 Oclober· 
28 Novembcr (SW. TAli . SWM. m.oo.. pit .). for on ly the se>-enlh inland Al abama 
t-eCord. An immature G~.I COntmranl ]4-22 December.t Dauphin 1.. Mohil~ 

(RWH. MSVH. p.a,) was only !lit 141h ooted for Alabama. 

Eighl Wood Storks 26 Stpttmber in nonh BoI<l> ... ;n (DS) " 'tte ran: for the GC: 
one ~ 31 October in /.p ... ..Ju (LFO) " 'as unusually tlllc_ A flock of 70 BI..,k 
Vuhum; 22 N",,,,"""'. in Guin. M"no.o OJ) ttl a new MR lIWIimum: the tally 
of ]45 Turuy VullllftS on the Oulf SJton,I CBC I lanlW)' ';milarly noisal the 
antt on the GC. R= on the ~;n ,,·intt •• 14 Grlcarer White·fronted Gccsc 
""'"' at FWBSF23 Dectmber (DMW). and up to 18 "..,.., ""ar Foley. Bold .. ·;". 
21).3 1 January (AL\l . ADM). At Spei,,,,,. L. Elmou. 25 White- fronteds 
eMablished an ICI' muimum 6 February (BCG). A large l1lO'",mcnl of Snow 
Geese was observed ]4 No"embe •• wilh 4000-SOOO;n Ihe FlOKlICe a~ •. 
LowJ~nJalUColbm (DJS. PDK. WJR ci al.): an e>!imated SOO Snows that day 
;n cast JrffrTWII (SWM) provided an Mil. ma~;mum. Ros.s·s~ continucs 10 
appear ann uall y in Alabama. Two wel\\ at the usual site in Wheeler NWR. 
Um.) /"" •. 26 No,'cmber+ (SWM. m.OO.). The Ross', 29-31 January in soulh 
Bold,,';n (AL'>1 . ADM) was only the Mlh for the OC ..... hile a firsl Mil. t-eCord 
" 'as furni.hed by lUI individual ncar HlIIJICl"Svllle. Sh~lb}'. 5 February+ (AL\l . 
ADM. m.OO.). 

A male t:uraslan WIttOn appeared 1,1;11 Ihi. wimer II Wheeler NWR 24 
No'",mbeTt- (OEH. WDR. m.ub.). Rardy lI«fI in winter;1I north Alabama.. 
BI...,.. ... 'inged T~aI "'"1$ .. BIouIll!,·ilk:. 810""'. 14 JIUIlW)' (S WM). At leasl ISO 
Vrtlle • .scaap ... '~rc noteworthy] S JanlW)' .. Guntenvilk:. 1010,..",,1/ (WOR ct 
oJ.): tbe:oc ... ·tte ~ by man: tlw! 1000 birds ..... inl an Alabama 
muimum. 9 February ill the Tennessee R. at T"",'n C •.• ColbmlLAwltn1(Jlt 
(OJS). Another hish COUIII for the "ate was furnished by 80 Surf Scotcn 1 
D«c:mber.t Ft MOOEan (LRD. RAO et at): up to]8 Surfs and 12 BI..,b .... ere 
noIewOl1/ly 6 JanlW)'·9 February in easl Mobile Day, Bo/dM'in (BS. m.ob.). Ran: 
inland. a While· winged Scoter .... a' in lhe T~n""ssce 11. .. Co/ben. IS and 23 
hnuary (l'OK. WJR. pm. GN P tl al .). 

RAPTOII.S TO OWI.S 

At I~"" 7S Mi .. issippi Kites p"""idcd an Alabama high count 13 Augu>! in 
A.II""t O (RRS): 0fIt bird 29 Scplember ""arWil", Dam, CoIbm (TMH) ,,'U 
un usual for that am. Ex'"' ..... ly rue both for "·;lIlt. and lUI inland locale. an 
-0011 S .. 'ainson·s H ... ·k .. 'U spooN IOJanlW)''' Huntsville. Madu- (SRM). 
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A Black Rail observed at Dauphin I. 8- 10 Oclober (TAP. GLH. PK et al.) was 
rnre. ThfeC:larly s.or..~ w'e~al FWBSF 14AugU51 (OMW.AK). Fifleen Sandh.ill 
CraJlC~ were al Eufaula NWR. Barbour. 12 December(GEH). and uplo4~ were 
cou nted a( Wheeler NWR !hi, .... inler (WDR. m.ob. ); ""'''',. are now regular in 
wimer allhese ~ile~. More unusual .... = litree Sandhill. 23 January al SpeigJlCr, 
Elmo" (LFG). 

Seuing a laiC ICP dale. an American Golden-PI""er W,," al lhe. Woerner Turf 
Fann, U},,·nJ~s. 21 November(LFG. crS). lWoAmerican Oy.lercalchers w'ere 
unusual al FL Pickens. FL. 1 September (RAD). Rare inland. an American Avocel 
a~arffi in IAudt.diJl, 10 Oclober (TMH). Onl y Ihe second in wimer in lhe 
Slale. a Solitary Sandpiper w'as in Gulf Sho~s 1-2 January (HH K etaL). T .... o 
SPOiled Sandpipers 2·9 January al Wilson Dam (POK. m.ob.) were rare for lhe 
TV in winler; six on lhe Gulf Shores CBC I January Were unusually a!>undanl al 
Ihal season. A fall inland maximum for Alabama W,," provided by 13 Upland 
Sandpipers in wwndn 13 AuguS! (G DJ. GSA). The secQlld MR s ighling of 
Whimtm:1 occurred 12 September. when Oil<: appearffi al Harpersville. Sht/by 
(GJH. HHK. m.oo.). UplO 14 Marbled Godwils were imprcs<ive 11.13 October 
al Dauphin l. OKS. m.ob.). Rare inland. a Ruddy Tumslone waS localed 29 
August in Shdby (SWM ). 

While-rumped Sandpiper is rare in au ,um n. Two binls were in w .. ·nJes 8 Augusl 
(LFG) and anothor was al FWBSF 15 September (DMW); a While·rumped 28 
Oclober al Magnoli. Springs. Bald .. ·;" (GEH el aLl eSlablished. laIC Alabama 
dale. Also behind schedule was a Baird', Sandpiper 7 Oclober al Bayou La 
Balre. Mobile (S WM). For a II<:W TV am",] dale. a Pecloral Sandpiper was 
found al Swan Cree k WMA 13 February (DR & RC). 11>c: Purple Sandpipcr 31 
the Pensacola Bay Bridge. Sa,,'a RfJS<I. 27 Febf\l3fy+ (PCT. BT. m.ob.) was 
only lhe fjfth in the WP. and Ihe fjrs( in 2 1 years. Lale for lhe GC. a Buff
breasled Sandpiper " 'as II<:aT Foley. Bald"'i", 10 21 Oclober (BS). Rare in winler. 
' .... 0 Loog·billed Dow'ilChers W'ere al Swan C=k WMA 16 lXcemher (GOJ). 
The Wilson's Phalarope IOAugu", in Sam" Ra5a, FL (RAO. LRD) .... as locally 
rare. 

Rare 001 regular in Ihe G~lf. litree Pomarill<: J""gers .... ere idenlified al Petronius 
24 Aug"SI, 9 Oc,obcr. and 1 No''Cmber (SJP). 11>c: surpri.ing Long,tailed Jargt'r 
8 Augu>! al Fl. Pic kens(RAD) provided a first WP record. Unidenlifiedj""gers 
were lIOled 2 September at PelTonius (SJP). I I September al Fl . Pickens. FL 
(RAD). and I January al Gulf Shorts (SWM). Rare bu l regular in the TV, a 
Laughing Gull W,," at Wh.eeler Dam. wuderdale. 25 Novcmber-5 December 
(SWM. GNP. MA ). E~pcc1ed in smal l numbers in our region. I received "eyen 
repons of II Franklin's Gulls beginning 1 Oclober from lhe WP, GC . ."d TV 
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(SWM, AS, GNP, MA, DMW, RAD). Slowly increasing in incidence, rare Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls were observed again this winter. Adults were in the Aorence 
area 6-18 January (GDJ, m.ob.) and at Magnolia Springs, Baldwin, 31 January 
(ALM, ADM); a first-year bird occurred at Guntersville 12 February (SWM). A 
rare immature Glaucous Gull was at Guntersville from at least 13 February (GDJ, 
DGJ. LBR, RAR, v.). The immature Black-legged Kittiwake 14 November at 
Riverton, Colbert (GNP, MA, p.a.) was an exciting find and only the 13th for 
the state. 

Bridled Tern, expected far offshore in the warmer months, was recorded at 
Petronius 24 August and 1 November (both SJP), the latter a late date for Alabama 
A stellar find, a White-crowned Pigeon was at Dune Allen Beach, Walton, 14-
15 August (GB. DMW. AK et a1.. ph.); this southern vagrant had been recorded 
twice previously in the WP. Eurasian Collared-Dove continues to increase in 
our area; an Alabama maximum of 265 was recorded on the Gulf Shores CBC 1 
January, and 96 collared-doves 22 December in Limestone (SWM) provided a 
new high count for the TV. While expected, and increasing, on the coast, White
winged Dove is very rare inland; one at Greenville, Butler, 22 November (AM) 
furnished a seventh inland record. Rare but regular in the WP. a Groove-billed 
'Ani was spotted at FWBSF 25 November (LW). 

Pelagic owl records are slim indeed, so the Long-eared Owl at Petronius 16 
November (SJP, v., p.a.) was a shock; this represented the 12th record for 
Alabama, and the first since 1977. The erratic Short-eared Owl was noted inland 
6 November+ in Lauderdale (TMH, PDK, MA, m.ob.), 14 December at Eufaula 
NWR (BF), and 14 January-7 March in Autauga (three birds; TAP, SER, m.ob.). 
Coastal records are scarce, but this year single birds were observed 1 December 
at Ft. Morgan (LRD, RAD et a1.), 27 December at Big Lagoon SP, Escambia, 
FL (WJB, DZ, TM), and 29-30 January in Santa Rosa, FL (BCG, LFG et al.). A 
tardy nighthawk (unidentified) was spotted 30 December at Wilmer, Mobile 
(MC). Three Whip-poor-wills 13 August in Oakmulgee WMA. Bibb (GDJ. GSA) 
probably represented a new, or at least unreported, southern breeding locality. 

HUMMINGBIRDS TO WOOD-WARBLERS 

The rare ButT-bellied Hummingbird, recorded in Alabama seven times before 
1999, appeared this fall and winter at several coastal locales beginning as early 
as 15 September in Cantonment, Escambia, FL (BK). One was banded at Daphne, 
Baldwin, 17 October (RRS, MBS, SF, ph., p.a.), another Buff-bellied was at 
Gulf Breeze, Santa Rosa, FL, 24 December+ (B&CK, FB, b.), and an individual 
was seen 14-16 January at Gulf Shores (PBI. JAL, p.a.). With only one previous 
inland record, the Buff-bellied at Brewton, Escambia 15 January+ (FB.A&MBW 
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.1 aI., b., ph., p .•. ) w~ pankularly r.oceworthy. Callio!", Hummingbird had 
~n found ,ix Ii""" in Alabama, and nine Ii""" in the WP, bef"", Ilti. season. 
Immalu"" we", banded 29 November al Albenville, MarsluJlI (RRS, MBS. BP, 
ph .. p .•. ), 21 ~mber in Pensarola. FL (FR, PB), and 13 January in Mobile 
(RRS, MBS, SWh, ph., p.a. ). Alabama', founh Bl""OIId · la iled Hummi ngbird 
was in Mobile 15 January-14 Febroary (FR, RRS, MBS, LB, m.ob .. b .. ph., 
p.a.). Fumishing a 131h Alabama """,rd, an Allen'. Hummingbird .... as in 
Monlgomery 7 November (FB. RC. b .. ph .. p.a.); ... Olher .... a. in Mobile 16 
J ... uary (R RS, MBS. IE. b., ph .. 1' .•. ). 

A count of 113 Red-bellied Woodpeders 18 December on lhe Waterloo CBC, 
CrJlbertiwou/ur/a/e. fumished a new TV maximum. Rare 001 e:<pe<:led in early 
fall. Ohe-.ided A ycalclters wen: found 31 Augusl in Binninsham (BeG). 3 
September in Guin. Marion (JJ). and S Seplember al FI. MOTJlao (DC, MD. JF), 
An impressive lOIal of I 7 Yello .... ·bellied flycalchers .... as ",corded al Ft. Morgan 
J SeplCmber-2 Oclober (DC el ai.. b.). Scarce Vennilion flycatchers .... e'" nOled 
al FWBSFJOSepiembeT+(RAD. LRD. m.ob.). Gulf Shores I [kcember(LRD), 
and 14 De<:ember+ al Eufaula NWR (flF. m.Db.), the la.1 especially rnre inland. 
One 10 Iwo ran: A.h_throaled flycalcbers wen: al FWBSF II December-IS 
January (LRD. MN el aI.). An early Scissor-Iailed Flycalcher " 'as in Gulf Brtt>.e 
28 Augusl (RAD). providing a firsl WP rcrord for August; anolher 20 December 
al Cedar Point. Mobile (8S) was ran: in ,,·inter. 

Regular in small numbersoo the roast in early "UlUmn. Btll's Virros .... = ban<bl 
31 Augusl and 7 Seplember at F!. Morgan (DC el aI., ph.). A lingering BI",,
headed Vi,",o .... as 'polled in Florence, UJududa/e, 30 November [fMH). 
Warbling Vircocan be diffocul! to f,nd, so r,,-e at Fl. Morgan 31 AugusI·6 October 
were IIOIlIble (DC. RRS. AUI et al.. three b.); ooe .... as Spoiled 26 Scplember in 
Guin. Marion (JJ). Homed Lark. continllCd at the WoemerThrf Farm. Lo ... ndes. 
with ""er 100 noted 6 N"'-ember [fAP) for a rttCnl ICP maximum; at least 50 
IMk, we,", unu,ual 10-11 November ~I the Binningham airport (RRS). T .... o 
Purple Manin~ 22 February al Floll:nce (DC1) Well: early for northwe,t Alabama. 
An early Red.bll:asted Nuthatch .... as in north Shelby 30 September (FM ), and 
38 on the Waterloo CBC 18 December set a TV high COIlnl. 

A ran: Be .... ick·s W",n was disw~eml 2 October at Margerom, ColMrT (GNP. 
MA). For an early WP record, a Sedge W",n .... as spotted Ig September at FWBSF 
(DMW). Eight Marsh W",ns in w ... ndes 8 November (LFG) were noIable for 
an inland locale. Good numbeB of Golden-<:rowned KinglC1.5 appeared 31 tbe 
coast this fall ..... i!h an early individual 13 Octoberat Fl. Morgan (DC ct al.. b.). 
On the Waterloo CBC Ig December, 286 Ruby-<:rowned Kinglets we", tallied 
for a new TV maximum. Good numbeB ofV..,rie . ..... '" banded at Fl. M"'Ilan 
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Ihis au,umn. "\eludinl one bird JO AUIUSI ~c1!inl an w-Iy GC dalc (OC ct aI .). 
SPIlll~Ut'l Plpll5 ",'e~ obIom'td 1\ two s.ite5 Oft Eglin AFB. 0hl100Jll. 19 lIld 
26 February (CP. DMW.lF). ~rnse"linl founh and lif'h WP(MX\oht,,,es. 

The GoIden-... in~ed Warble,- Nnded 12 0c10bcr ~I Fl. Morgan (OC eI aI.) was 
wdy. Excellent numbers of 1>hllno!;a Wllblcrs 0ttUrm:i ooast.ally (/ilk OC. 
SJP). w;th a peak roum of 112 II Pelron;us 12 Oetobc.r (SJP). R~ aUIumn Cape 
May Warblers "'e~ "",td on l'>:U't)niu s 2~ ;u>d 30 Seplembtr (SI P. """ v.); e""n 
mon:: unu~ual wu t~ Cape May I January on I~ Gulf Shore. C DC (RRR). 
foonh for I~ SUlle in win~'. Two Dh"k.thrQllltd Blut Warblers. diflkull 10 
I1nd inlllld. we~ Ken 3 lIld I ~ Oember ""II Bi""ing!wn (BCG). AlabamI'l 
n,nlh "Aud ubon ',M Y.llo ... rum~ Wa rbler ~aro:d al Petronius 12 0c10bcr 
(SJ P). Ei&IM Blxkburn''''' Warbkn wm: oorewonhy as early as 3 1 AUiuS! on 
Petroniu. (SJP). ond one bird 160,:1011 .... in Monlgomer)' ( l FG) ""II behind 
!Chcdulc. A loul of 3S7 Pine Warblers I January Oft lhe Gulf Shorn C8C Id • 
rIe\'O' AlabImI mu;mum. T_ Prairie Watblen on lhe Gulf Silom count (SVP. 
PCT tt II.) We", very ran:. ,,';111 only five priof .. ;mcr~s in the StliC. 

An carly Palm Warbler WIS banded at Fl. Morgan 11 September (DC el .1.). 
Occasional;n IUlumn. a Blackpoll Warbler wat on Dauphin 1. 9 Oelober(JKS. 
v.J. Con.iderin& ""Ial;ve """"Ialion lrends in rc:ccnl yean. lhe ~rvat ion of 
eighl Cerulean Warblers J 1 AuguSi on Petroni", (SJP) was notable. and furni!hed 
• GC fall muimum. AnocJocr good COOn' on Pctroniln " -II of 1~8 Amtt'kan 
Redswu 12 Oemb .... (SJp). The ~Iirinl Mourn;nl Warbkf ,,'U plenl;(uI thi, 
aurumn on !be roast.. "'i th one bird on Pt1roniw 28 Augw.l (SJP). and a ... rpriMng 
10 M'IUtninp ~ 31 AUluSI..JO ~mbrr II Ft. Morpn (DC eI .! .. ph.). 
Ran: in !be TV in ... inler. a Common YcllQWthroool ..... in UtMSfOM 12 Fcbrull)' 
(DR&:RC). A Wilson's Warble, 4 Scplembcr in Madisotl (DR&:RC) prov,ded a 
IICW e~rly TV da~; Alabama's eilhth Wilson'l in winl .. was on lhe Olilf Shores 
cac I la~uaty (PCT. a D. 

TANAGEIlS TO FINC HES 

Ran: Westem Tanagm "'e~ oorro I"'ice thi, fall in W WP; one IIJIIICIml u 
early as IS AUlUSI. II Gulf Brttu. SaIo", ROSIJ (RAD. urn). and another "''II in 
Ohl/oosll I Scpiember (CP). R~ bul !"elular on W roaSI in fan. Oay<Olon:d 
s~ .. ~'" noccd 22 September on Petroniul (SJ P). 1).. 10 0e1Obn (SWM. 
JRW eI aI.) lIld I) 0c10bcr (DR&:RC) ","'0 liltS 01\ Dauphin I.. 18·21 OI:lobei" 
... FWBSF (OMW. lF. LRD eI aI.). and 26 No""mbrr+ al A . Pickenl. Fl (RAO. 
LRD. RSD tt al.). For a founh inlllld record. and first for IIIe ICP. I Clay· 
colored was disco""red II February al Eufaula NWR (DMW. IF. m.ob.). A 
I..arI< Sparrow al A~burn . la. 30 Septembtr· 2 0e1Ober (GEH) "'II boIh ran: 

" \bI. 46. No. I. 2000 



AUBAMA DlRDLlFE 

and lale for lhe M R. Single lark Sparrows. uncommon 10 rare on lhe toasl, 
were al Flo Pickens. FL. 18 Sep!:tmbtcr.7 Oclober (!'CT tl al.). Dauphin L II 
OclOber (J KS. v.). Pelronius 14 Oclolxr (WDP). FWBSF 28 OclOOcr (lRD 01 
31,). and on d-.. Mobile Causeway 2 Dtttmbtcr (l RD el al. ). 

An tmy Savannah Spannw was in Shelby 12 S.,llembtcr (HH K. m.oo). Tk 
Htnslmo.'·, Spannw 12 OclOOcr.1 Dauphin I. (DR& RC) furnished an early slale 
arrivol dale. AnO!ho:f Henslow's was rare for I"" MR in Marion 21 No,'(:mber 
(JJ). and six were llOIable6 Rbruary in Conecuh 1'11'. CO"inglOn (WOR el aI,). 
1l1n:c Le Come's Sparrows 7 October on lhe Mobi l. Causeway (RAR, lBR) 
sel an early GC date: foorto six bird, were rare 21 November. wesl of Flo",nce 
(POK. GNP. MA. TMH. m_OO). Thrtt Lincoln', Sparrow. 24 Oclober al Ft. 
Pickens. Fl (!'CT. BT). and foor birds 31 October. in Lo ... 'ndtr (UG). wue 
unusually plenliful; another Lincoln', in Montgomery 2 January (lFG) wa. 
rare for winler. Six \\'hite--<:rowned Spannws 12 J.."uary al Harpersville. Shtlby 
(GOI. 001) ",presented a good recenl concemrnlion for lhe MR in winler. 

Lapland Longspur c"" be hard 10 locate oulside d-.. ~ntral TV. Tk nock of al 
leaSI 12 birds 21 N{Wembe. al the Woerner Turf Farm. Lo .... ndes (LPG. CTS. PI. 
RJ) provided both an early dale for d-.. ICP and d-.. first record in d<cades; a 
100C' bird was al \hi. Sile I~ lanuary (lFG). Mo", than n Laplands we", unuillal 
for nonhwe'l Alabama 28 No-.'ember. "'eSI of Florence (TM H. POK el al.). A 
C hl'Stnut--rollarT<! Longspur stunned observers at Ft. Pickens 31 Ocloher-2 
No ... mber (PB. m.ob .. ph .• p.a.), represeming tho fil'Sl WP and third Florida 
occurrence; Alabama has no ",cords of this western Slray. Anotho:f big surprise. 
a Sno .. BuntinG studied at close range at Selma. Dallas. 17 November (SER. 
p_a_) was a first fw Alaharna. 

'TheWP's 13th Dlack·headnl Grosbo:ak was at GulfB""' .... 17 Sepcember(lRO. 
RAO). A lingering Blue Grosbeak was at Ft. Morgan 14 No ... mber (WDR). 
Approximately 700 Indigo BUnling' SCi an Alabama maximum II November in 
CO"ingron (CTS. PS). Rare in winter. an adult male Painted Bunting brightened 
a f«de. in Lillian. Bald .... jn, 3 bnWlry+ (lD). An early Dickcissel was Spolled .t 
GulfB",eze. FL. 20 August (MDj. Unpreccdenledly late for inland Alabama. 
and rare in fall in Ihe ICP, a Bobolink " 'as localed;n C",'inglmt II November 
(CTS, PS). A rare Yellow_headed Blackbird Willi videotaped al Dauphin L 12 
October (J KS). Far ahead of schedule. and SCiling a WP arrival record, Willi a 
B",wer's Blackbird 15 September al FWBSF (DMW). NO! expc<:ted on the roasl 
ootside spring. a mole Shiny Cowbird was sponed al Eglin !>.FB. O,",lo",a. W 
Oettmber (RAO. l Wr) for ~ first WI' Dttember record. Eslablishing a fifth 
winler record for d-.. state. an Orchard Oriole was discove""j 27 o..~mbo:r On 
(he Perdido Bay CBC. Bold""ilf (RAD). Small numbo:rs of Red Crossbills 
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roruinued lhrough the ",inler al thc bmedin& .ile near Coleman L in TaUadegIo 
NF. CI~""~ (8S). 
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